St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School
Crescent Avenue
Over Hulton
Bolton
BL5 1EN
Head Teacher: Mr Simon Charnock
08/01/2021
Dear Parents and carers,
First of all, we would like to send our sincerest thanks to all who have sent messages of support at
what continues to be extremely difficult and challenging times. We understand that the
government’s announcements to ‘close’ all schools at such short notice on Monday caused huge
amounts of anxiety and stress to parents and children alike. This isn’t what we hoped and prayed for
in 2021 and we know that it presents us all with more challenges but we would like to re-assure you
that we will be continuing to support all of the children and yourselves in any way possible.
Remote Home Learning – Microsoft Teams and Tapestry.
All children, apart from key worker and vulnerable children, have moved to home learning on
Microsoft Teams. Reception children find this difficult to navigate and so their home learning will
utilise the Tapestry App. During the Autumn Term staff put a lot of preparation in to using teams but
there will be some inevitable teething and technical problems. We hope that such issues will be
ironed out promptly. If you are experiencing any technical difficulties at all, please let us know as
soon as possible so we can help with this. There is an information video on our Facebook page that
will hopefully help too. If you are in need of support with internet usage and data allowance, please
let us know because the government have informed school that there is apparently help available for
this.
Children’s in school and remote learning will follow a timetable (the same learning for those in
school and at home), along with additional suggested learning activities, as closely as possible. Your
child’s class teacher will share, if they haven’t yet done so, the weekly timetable with you (an
example is below). The children have two live sessions with their teacher each day. These differ for
each class so that we can stagger the need for WiFi and gadget usage at home. We are also aware
now that Xbox and Playstations can access Teams. Instructions are included with this letter and on
our Facebook page. The live sessions will support any of the learning set. The teaching sessions for
Maths and English are delivered via White Rose Maths and Oak Academy so they are recorded and
can be re-visited and pause if required. Staff are available on Teams throughout the day to provide
support and feedback. Reception class have been provided with a pack of work resources and Year 1
have a workbook they can use. These are available for collection in the entrance foyer if you have not
already done so.
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Staff are working very hard to support you with
all of this and we do understand that home
learning can be stressful at times. We want to
assure you that, whilst it is important your
children continue to receive ongoing education, it
is also about finding the right balance and
working in ways that best meet the needs of your
family. Again, if you have any questions about
remote home learning, or if you need any
support, your child’s teachers are always there to
help. Please remember it’s always ok to take a
break.
Please also remind yourselves of the Online
Safety rules and our Remote and Home learning
policy that is still available on our website at
http://www.standrewsbolton.co.uk/serve_file/780817

Benefits –Related Free School Meals
There continues to be a significant rise in
applications to the government for benefits and
this means that increasing numbers of children
and families are eligible for Free School Meals. If
you feel that you may be eligible for this,
applications should be made following the
instructions in either of the links below. We are informed directly.
https://www.bolton.gov.uk/free-school-meals-clothing-allowance/free-school-meals-help-schooluniform
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
Successful applications for benefits means that you will become eligible for benefits-related vouchers
which can be ordered if you inform us at our office email address.
Attendance
Nationally, there have been significantly higher numbers of requests for places in schools for
vulnerable children and those who have one or more parents classified as a key worker than there
were last year. We would like to thank you for your understanding with this and request that, should
you be able to keep children at home, please do so and then access the home learning that we are
providing. We understand that some keyworker parents are working on a rota basis so only need
certain days. Please let us know which days you need.
We have adjusted our staggered drop off and pick up times. For children with surnames A-M please
dope off at 8:45am and pick up at 3:20pm. For children with surnames N-Z please drop off at 8:55am
and pick up at 3:30pm.
From Monday, with improving safety in mind as well as further nurturing our children’s
independence, we are asking that children in Reception are dropped off at the top of the Reception
pathway and parents exit via the infant playground gates. They will be met halfway up the path by
their teachers. The routine for pick up at the end of the day remains the same – please continue to
wear face masks.
Health, Behaviour and Well-being
Another national lockdown once again brings with it so many implications and issues. Please do not
feel that you are on your own. I would like to remind you of the really good advice and support that
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is available for you from the Bolton NHS School Nursing Team if you have any concerns about
emotional health, self-harm, bullying or minor accidents or illnesses. This service is called Chat Health
and you can find the information below. The service provides support for children between the ages
of 5 and 19 years. Please also remember that we still have the pastoral@standrewoh.bolton.sch.uk
address if you have and emotional or mental health issues that you would like to share or need help
with. Staff accessing these emails are Level 2 qualified as in Children and Adult Health First Aid.
As always, should your child be attending school and they, or anyone in the household, display any of
the symptoms of Coronavirus please follow the protocol listed with this letter which includes getting
a test and self- isolating for the required period.

Please continue to take good care, stay safe and stay well. We are thinking of you all as families every
single day and we are so disappointed that we have not been able to return to school together after
the Christmas break. We are missing the children so it is great to see them when they join us for their
Teams sessions. Please do not be surprised if the children’s teacher contacts you if we don’t see you
online for a few days – we will endeavour to make sure everything is as well as it can be with you at
home.
Let’s continue to pray that we will be back together soon, whenever that might be.
Kind Regards
Simon Charnock
Headteacher
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